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THE BEST OF JPS 
# 2 –	TEACHING RABBINIC JUDAISM 
Prepared by Rabbi Barry L. Schwartz, Director 

 
Below are ten suggestions for courses based on some of our best books on Rabbinic Judaism followed 
by a short list of other ancient, medieval and modern JPS translation classics. 
 

Course Suggestions: 
 

Title Suggested Text 
1. Introduction to Talmud Swimming in the Sea of Talmud  

(Michael Katz and Gershon Schwartz) 
 

2. Stories from the Talmud A Bride for One Night (Ruth Calderon) 
 

3. Ethics from the Talmud Pirke Avot (William Berkson) 
 

4. Midrash Searching for Meaning in Midrash 
(Michael Katz and Gershon Schwartz) 
 

5. Akiva Akiva: Life, Legend, Legacy (Reuven Hammer) 
 

6. Kabbalah A Kabbalah and Jewish Mysticism Reader 
(Daniel Horwitz) 
 

7. Maimonides Maimonides and the Book That Changed Judaism 
(Micah Goodman) 
Maimonides: Torah and Philosophic Quest  
(David Hartman) 
 

8. Maimonides II The Epistles of Maimonides (Abraham Halkin) 
 

9. Mussar Messilat Yesharim (Moses Hayyim Luzzato, 
Ira F. Stone, Mordechai M. Kaplan) 
 

10. Haggadah A Passover Haggadah: Go Forth and Learn 
(Rabbi David Silber with Rachel Furst) 
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Other Classic Rabbinic Texts: 
 

1. Mekhilta-de-Rabbi Ishmael (2 vols). (Jacob Lauterbach) 
 

2. Mekhilta-de-Rabbi Shimon bar Yohai (W. David Nelson) 
 

3. Tanna Debe Eliyyahu: The Lore of the School of Elijah (William Braude) 
 

4. The Book of Tradition: Sefer ha-Qabbalah (Gershom Cohen) 
 

5. Jewish Law: History, Sources, Principles (4 vols.) (Menachem Elon) 
 

6. The JPS Commentary on the Haggadah (Joseph Tabory) 
 
 
 
 

Save 25% on these Rabbinic Judaism titles. 

TO ORDER: Go to www.JPS.org. Use code 6BCG in the promo code field of your shopping 
cart and click "update." Or call Longleaf Services at 1-800-848-6224 and mention the 
code.  

Questions? Email Sarah at sksegal@jps.org 

 


